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DRUGGING THE MILITARY

Psychotropic Drugs Create Suicide, Failing
Service Members & Veterans

“When the history of our second century comes to be written, may it
be recorded that the American Psychiatric Association was largely
responsible for the elimination of the international psychosis—
war.” - Dr. George H. Stevenson, APA President, 1941[1]

One year later, on 19 December 1942, Britain's Prime Minister
Winston Churchill warned: “Restrict as much as possible the work
of these gentlemen [psychiatrists], who are capable of doing an
immense amount of harm with what may very easily degenerate
into charlatanry.” [2]

“Psychiatrists create an

Since then, U.S. military and veterans’ mental health systems endless loop of drugging,

have been testing grounds for dangerous psychiatricdrugsand  ECT, and despair. Service
procedures. The result? Rising suicide rates, lives cut short—and

- , members and veterans are
billions of dollars wasted on failed treatments.

left with lifelong disability
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A Marine's Final Words about psychiatry: “Just like a robot or death. End psychiatric

that hands out poison” . ”
coercion now.

e Mark Miller, a 42-year-old Marine veteran, died by suicide in
April 2025 outside a San Antonio VA hospital. Days earlier, a psychiatrist prescribed him the antipsychotic
Seroquel[3]—a drug many service members call “Serokill."[4] “How nice—did not even listen to my story—
just like a robot that hands out poison to every soldier.” —Text from Mark to his father, one week before
his death.

Massive Drugging of Veterans (2018-2023)

¢ 2.3 million veterans were prescribed psychotropic drugs in 2023.[5]
e From 2018-2023, VA spent over $2.5 billion—most on drugs linked to suicide and sudden death.[6]

e 2016: More than 1.8 million veterans had prescriptions filled by a VA pharmacy for psychiatric drugs,
despite some inducing suicidal behavior.[7]

Breakdown of usage in 2023:

e Antidepressants: 1.53 million (66%)

e Mood Stabilizers: ~1 million (43%)

¢ Anti-Anxiety/Sedatives: 697,174 (30%)

¢ Antipsychotics: 302,534 (13%)

e Stimulants: 171,089 (7%)

Top Drug Expenditures 2018-2023:

e Antipsychotics: $1.25 billion

e Mood stabilizers: $638 million

¢ Antidepressants: $416 million[8]

Drugs Linked to Suicide & Sudden Death

¢ Antipsychotics like Seroquel increase the risk of sudden cardiac death.
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¢ Antidepressants cause “Anxiety, agitation, panic attacks, insomnia, irritability, hostility, impulsivity,
akathisia (severe restlessness).[9]

¢ Benzodiazepines: linked to cognitive dysfunction, overdose, and addiction.[10]

e Esketamine (antidepressant nasal spray, Spravato): FDA black box warns of sedation, dissociation, abuse,
liver damage, cardiovascular instability, cognitive decline, and psychosis—like effects.[11] The drug was
FDA approved in 2019 and was touted to be able to reduce suicides in veterans, despite a member of an
FDA advisory committee describing the alleged benefits as “almost certainly exaggerated” and the
manufacturer’s study design as flawed.[12] The Dept. of Veterans Affairs warns consumers that esketamine
may be habit-forming. Further, “You should know that your mental health may change in unexpected ways
when you use esketamine or other antidepressants even if you are an adult over age 24. You may become
suicidal...."[13]

Suicide Among Veterans: A National Tragedy

e Veterans account for nearly 14% of U.S. adult suicides.[14]

e 2020: Suicide was the 2nd leading cause of death among vets under 45[15]

e 2021: Over 6,000 veteran suicides[16]

e 2016: U.S. Army data:

e 46% of suicides were prescribed Central Nervous System drugs in the year before.

e 90% of suicide attempts are linked to psychiatric drug prescriptions.[17]

e 2019: 1.6% of vets aged 18-25 reported a suicide attempt in one year.[18]

e 2004: Antidepressants carry an FDA black-box warning for increased suicidality in those under 25.

Electroshock and Psychosurgery on Vets

o WWII: Over 2,000 veterans lobotomized[19]

e 2018-2023: 2,527 veterans given electroconvulsive therapy (ECT)

e VA spent $22.8 million on its delivery[20]
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e 2010-2019: Tricare (military insurance for active service persons and families) spent $17.6 million on ECT

e Even children 5 or younger received ECT

e 226% increase in ECT for those aged 18-24[21]

History of Exploitation: Psychiatry Experiments on Troops

e 1955-1975: ~7,000 soldiers used in drug and chemical warfare tests

e Substances: LSD, BZ, nerve agents[22]

e 2022 article in Federal Practitioner: “This program was rife with violations of research ethics and human
rights.”123]

e Psychiatrist Dr. Colin Ross reported severe complications from LSD testing during these years[24]

The Next Wave: Psychedelic Drug Experiments on Veterans

e 2019: DARPA (Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency) invested $27 million into developing military
psychedelics.[25]

e VA supports trials for MDMA (Ecstasy) and psilocybin (magic mushrooms)[26]

e 2023 study discussed~40% of participants in an earlier study on psilocybin experienced moderate to severe

anxiety, panic, or distress[27]

e Prescribing psychedelics can be a for-profit venture, as side effects are rebranded as new mental disorders
—Ilike “Hallucinogen Persisting Perception Disorder” in the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental
Disorders (DSM) to be further treated. [28]

Psychiatry Profits While Veterans Pay the Price: Psychiatrists create an endless loop of drugging, ECT,
and despair. Service members and veterans are left with lifelong disability or death.End psychiatric
coercion now.
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